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»One of the most highlighted sources of ill-treatment of wildlife in trade has been
the cruelty to which poached animals are subjected during the tortuous trip between
harvest and end markets.

The higher the risk of detection, the more the smugglers hide the animals, often

cramming them into boxes, suitcases and cages, with many dying before reaching

their destination. This is indicative of the low prices these animals fetch in the lower

tiers of this business and thus high mortalities are not a major concern to the

smugglers. All communications campaigns targeting potential buyers of wild

animals highlight the suffering and high mortalities (and hence higher conservation

impacts) of the illegal business.” 2
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Global understanding, attitudes, and ethical standards are evolving to the extent
that, in some markets, the negative impact on the lives of individual wild animals
being exploited commercially is becoming increasingly socially and culturally
unacceptable However, currently there is no overarching body to regulate or
address the impacts of the global supply of wildlife on animal welfare ... A
fundamental question is ... whether the conditions of the wildlife trade can be

improved, from source to final destination, to a degree that enables wild

animals to thrive, rather than merely survive, during the trade chain whilst still

generating a financial profit.*
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ran end to the commercial trade in wildlife should be our ultimate and more ambitious goal.” é.
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On grounds of welfare alone, mortality rates of 75-90% between capture and sale

to the public make the practice unacceptable to most pet owners and most of the
general public. The capture, holding, and transport procedures result in fear,
disease, and other suffering for each of these birds. The taking of birds from the

wild also has substantial negative impacts on conservation and biodiversity.
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D’Cruze, N.; Green, J.; Elwin, A.; Schmidt-Burbach, J. Trading Tactics: Time to Rethink the Global Trade in 3
Wildlife. Animals 2020, 10, 2456. https://doi.org/10.3390/ani10122456

“The sustainability of all human interactions with other animal species and the advisability and morality of *

taking animals from the wild is now being questioned.” Peng,

4 "5
D’Cruze, N.; Green, J.; Elwin, A.; Schmidt-Burbach, J. Trading Tactics: Time to Rethink the Global Trade in ¢
Wildlife. Animals 2020, 10, 2456. https: //doi.org/10.3390/ani10122456
.ov’
Peng, S.; Broom, D.M. The Sustainability of Keeping Birds as Pets: Should Any Be Kept? Animals 2021, 11, 8
582. https: //doi.org/10.3390/ani11020582, 10
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»Mortality figures for captive wild birds during handling and transport are much much
higher than those for mortality during transport of any other animals used by humans’?
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nNYVINY T MNPN DHPPY OONIN YW NNV Yap (European Food Safety Authority ) EFSA-n .13
19N MY MVYY , NV NNY ,0IVWIZ DN TWANRD NAIN : 22WA DIPINIIN 93D 7DY20 NMNI NN
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Id., 4.0
EFSA. Animal health and welfare risks associated with the import of wild birds other than poultry into the 1°

.PENG 5w qnxnnn ,European Union.
B. Jordan Science-based assessment of animal Rev. sci. tech. Off. int. Epiz., 2005, 24 (2), 515-528 0 X2
welfare: wild and captive animals

EFSA J. 2006, 410, 1-55.
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https://www.takdin.co.il/Document/IndexLawPDF?filename=kt10231.pdf

All bird species kept as human companions have a high level of cognitive ability, and

research on parrots and corvids shows that these animals have a level of sophistication

of brain function superior to that of most monkeys.!*
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In general, their [parrots] presence in the pet trade has resulted in serious animal

welfare and conservation challenges for parrots, indicating that these animals may
be unsuitable as human companions.¢

9952 I, TPNN NPND N2 PPINND JN KOV MIPONN NPINNND NININK 0NIWA D550 POy .16
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1t is not ethically right to keep the majority of the birds that are at present kept as
pets, due to the origins of some species, and for others, the large number of

nutritional, health, and behavioral problems that occur due to inadequate keeping

conditions and incorrect husbandry by the bird owners. If birds are to be continued
as a companion animal for people, then more effort should be made ... to supply
literature to prospective owners, highlighting not only the proper care for the species
of bird but also its needs and requirements. New laws are needed to prohibit taking
birds from the wild and keeping birds in conditions that do not meet their needs, and

some wording to achieve this is proposed. !’

MNXOPNN TIVN DY MYTN NMIPN HWNRD XY 11193 .9)0 092 HY NINNN NN NN NI NMp .17
Standards for Birds Not owa ,ANIMAL WELFARE ACT ,AWA-n N Y Npon) 270N Hv
NIPNN MPNN .MWN 99INY 103o»w (Bred for Use in Research Under the Animal Welfare Act
TAIVN TH VAYNN N2 MYIN D) HHOY 27NN DN DY NNIN DY TIIN PANND DY NIRNIN NN
MNAN 932 NYITI ,DMPNN INDN T DIV 31, INDN DINNKD NNIAN T IHRPINND NMINOPNN

.7 'mya ,8 nw Peng, ¥
16 Engebretson, M. (2006). The welfare and suitability of parrots as companion animals: A review. Animal
Welfare, 15(3), 263-276. d0i:10.1017/50962728600030475
("2t oA 700 '7W7) NdTIVYR DTN ,00m Tt iy T AT 0 nT IR YT DA IR
Mellor EL, McDonald Kinkaid HK, Mendl MT, Cuthill IC, van Zeeland YRA, Da IX0
Mason GJ. 2021 Nature calls: intelligence and natural foraging style predict poor welfare in captive parrots. Proc.
R. Soc. B 288:.20211952 https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2021.1952.

D’Cruze’3nw YV

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/02/22/2022-03565/standards-for-birds-not-bred-for- 8
use-in-research-under-the-animal-welfare-act.
https://blog.humanesociety.org/2022/04/decades-long-persistence-pays-off-as-proposed-federal-regulations-
will-protect-captive-birds.html?credit=blog post 040622 id12812
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nAlthough awareness of the scale of biodiversity loss is growing, assessments of the
wildlife trade remain incomplete, despite reports that direct wildlife exploitation is the

second most damaging human activity to global biodiversity." 20

TN

»The disconnect between trade regulation and source population health potentially
threatens thousands of bird and fish species for pet trade. Without global assessments,
we cannot be confident in similar assertions for reptiles, despite their popularity as pets
and vulnerability to increased demand for novel species. Gaps in conservation
assessments leave many reptile species with little or no population data, meaning that
many species could be traded despite risks to population viability, especially if sourced
from wild populations. At least 21 species have had their entire wild populations
harvested by collectors using species descriptions, and numerous other populations have
suffered declines from over-collecting.”2!
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https://www.peta.org/blog/usda-passes-protections-for-birds/

Estimated that one-third of all endangered wildbird species,totaling more than 400 species, are threatened **
because of the pet trade. Ribeiro, J., Reino, L., Schindler, S. ef al Trends in legal and illegal trade of wild birds: a
global assessment based on expert knowledge. Biodivers Conserv 28, 3343—3369 (2019).

https: /7doi.org/10.1007/s10531-019-01825-5

Marshall, B.M., Strine, C. & Hughes, A.C. Thousands of reptile species threatened by under-regulated global 20
trade. Nat Commun 11, 4738 (2020). https: //doi.org/10.1038/s41467-020-18523-4
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